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Class Placements for 2015 – Final Notice

If parents/guardians would like staff to consider information relevant to the placement of their child for next year, please personally contact Jamie Jaquinta (Assistant Principal) or myself by this Friday 24 October. All considerations must be in writing and it will not be possible to consider any such information beyond this date.
Information that parents/guardians provide regarding placement for next year should refer to the following only:

· Information relating to specific teaching and learning needs, particularly those identified in the child’s Individual Learning Improvement Plan;

· Information about a child’s social and emotional needs, for example, issues regarding placement with other children.

Please note that specific teacher requests are not accepted due to the difficulty it creates in trying to meet everyone’s requests and the negative effect it has on teacher status and morale. At Watsonia North we are fortunate to have an excellent team of staff who offer high quality teaching in all areas and programs. Parents can have confidence that the placement of a child with any teacher is a positive and well considered placement.

Planning for 2015

Thank you to those families that have already advised us if their child/children will not be attending our school next year. Planning for 2015 is well underway and to assist with the process, we need to have an accurate student enrolment figure. Early notification of students exiting means that we can offer placements to families on the waiting list. Our school funding is based on the total number of enrolments, which in turn, determines our grade structure and programs on offer. 

Emirates Melbourne Cup – visit to WNPS!

On Tuesday, we were fortunate to have a delegation from the Emirates Melbourne Cup visit WNPS. In attendance was Joe McGrath (VRC Cup Tour Manager), Greg Hall (Tour Ambassador) and Michael O’Brien (father of Aeryn, Logan and Ellen) and of course, the 2014 Melbourne Cup – all $175,000 worth of gold! Joe addressed the assembly, highlighting the Cup’s history and the importance it has in Australian culture. Hailing from a family steeped in racing, Greg won the Melbourne Cup in 1992 aboard the popular Subzero. Greg provided insights from a jockey’s point of view, sharing his feelings and thoughts before the big race. The audience was captivated by the presentation and the photo montage included in the newsletter demonstrates the smiles on everyone’s faces. The tour has travelled nationally and we were most fortunate to be considered and included. We are most grateful and appreciative of Michael’s work in getting WNPS included in the tour – thank you Michael for providing us with a very special opportunity and experience.

Prep Orientation Program 

A reminder to families of children starting Prep next year that the first Prep Orientation session begins this Thursday 23 October from 2:00 – 3:00 pm. We look forwarding to welcoming our new group of students to our school. 

School Disco

Get those dance moves happening – the school disco is being held this Friday. Please note that this event is not a Blue Light Disco but a school run event. Unfortunately, we can no longer access the Blue Light Disco run by the Epping Police as we fall outside their jurisdiction. We know that this is a very special event on the calendar for the students, so in consultation with the SRC, PFA and staff, we have decided to proceed with the event. Two sessions are being held, one for Prep to Year 2 students and the other for Year 3-6 students. Staff will be in attendance for supervisory purposes and all students must be signed in and signed out. Please be patient as the procedures for entry and collection of students will take a little longer due to parents/guardians needing to sign their children in and out. 

Sausage Sizzle Coordinator

Help, help, help ….. the PFA would love some assistance with the upcoming State Election BBQ fundraiser. We are desperately seeking a coordinator/s for this event who will oversee planning and ordering of food and supplies for the sausage sizzle. No experience required and support will be provided. Please come and see me if you are able to undertake this role and assist with the coordination of the event. If we cannot get any volunteers, we simply will not run the sausage sizzle, therefore missing out on a key opportunity to raise funds for the school.

Karate Champion!
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Young Jessica Coal (Year 2) participated in the ISKA (International Sports Karate Association) championships held in Sydney last weekend. Jessica competed in the under 10 age group (she is 8) taking out 2nd place in Karate and 3rd place in Sumo. This is an amazing feat for someone so young and competing on an international level! We are very proud of you Jessica and congratulate you on your amazing success. We look forward to hearing of more future success when the championships are held again in Thailand in three years’ time.
Tina King (Principal)
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G’day folks

Hope your term has commenced with very few hassles with hopefully the weather gradually getting better each week. We are practising our Sunsmart each day with the children remembering to bring along their hats. Well done everyone!

Lucky lunch winner for last week is JEMMA MINAS, congratulations Jemma, please collect your bag from me. A reminder to the MURCUTT family too, I have Holly’s bag here waiting for her.

We have completed our intense couple of weeks of practising our time telling skills. Even though we won’t be concentrating on this specifically, it will of course be ongoing with the children ‘assisting’ us when we need to check the clock.

I have had several inquiries about enrolments for next year. I will have the 2015 Enrolment Forms available during the first week of December. If you would like me to send one out to you when they are available and you do not regularly attend Cool Care, please let me know. I will be doing a ‘mail out’ for several Prep families next year, so if you would like to be added to my list please let me know.

Over the past couple of months, our educators have been attending some Professional Development to assist us deliver the National Quality Framework (NQF) education program for the children. We have been meeting the NQF requirements since January 2012 and have taken the opportunity to polish our skills through these workshops. With permission, we have presented several of the Cool Care children’s profile folders at the session attended on Monday. They were received by our colleagues from local services with much adulation, commenting on what outstanding efforts our children were making with such high standard contributions. With ‘tongue in cheek’, we already knew what ‘champions’ we had in our program, but once again, commend them on their preparedness to contribute to Cool Care using their imaginations and talents.

Wishing you all a happy and healthy week!
Stay Cool

Jenny

WANTED – HELPERS WITH BUILDING EXPERIENCE
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Calling all volunteers

with building experience!
Mr Michael North is seeking assistance to help him assemble a cubby house which will be placed in the P-2 playground. If you are available to help out, please fill in the slip below and return it to the office.
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Cubby House Builders
Yes, I can help!

Your name: ……………………………………………..

Child’s Name: ……………………………… Rm: …….

Your telephone number: ………………………………
The reason I like
by Rohan Panjwani

The reason I like nature is because it drives my mind from negativity and for some reason, sharpens my focus.

I especially like reading and drawing books or comics, to be more specific.

I like to go for walks with my mum, as silly as it sounds.

And I like video games for the creativity it bestows.

And I really like tennis, just for a change!

MOVING SALE
SAT, 25 OCTOBER & SUN, 26 OCTOBER

9am UNTIL 2pm

305 GRIMSHAW STREET, WATSONIA

Advertisements in the Wednesday Weekly are included in good faith; however, neither Watsonia North Primary School, nor the Department of Education can endorse or accept responsibility for the goods or services offered in these advertisements.
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DIAMOND VALLEY CHORAL FESTIVAL - TONIGHT!!

ALL CHOIR MEMBERS will be performing TONIGHT at Ivanhoe Girls Grammar: choir members required at 7.00pm; concert begins at 7.30pm. The Diamond Valley Choral Festival is a special evening where we combine forces with three other primary schools to showcase our own pieces and sing a combined item as a 200-strong voice choir. This year's combined song is Pharrell Williams' "Happy".
CHOIR TOUR

Both choirs will be participating in the choir tour - this is the third year we have been running this successful end-of-year activity. Tentative dates are the 6 and 10 December - stay tuned!
PERFORMING ARTS CONCERT

All Year 6 students learning an instrument, whether through WNPS or outside the school, are invited to perform at the Performing Arts Concert on THURSDAY, 20 NOVEMBER. Any Year 6 student wishing to perform will now need to speak to Mr Perry directly, as all forms have been received. Please note that the choirs, percussion group and instrumental ensembles will also be performing - keep the date free!
David Perry (Performing Arts Coordinator)
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this

Friday 24 October
at WNPS Performing Arts Centre

PREP to YEAR 2 DISCO: 6.00-7.00pm

YEAR 3-6 DISCO: 7.30-9.00pm

Wear your very best disco outfit!

Parents will need to sign their children in and out on the night. 
Cost is $5.00 per student and can be paid on the night

TICKETS & SNACK PACKS CAN BE PRE-ORDERED EACH LUNCHTIME IN THE YEAR 1 COURTYARD

Run by Footsteps Dance Company
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All Ages — toddlers to
Dance Street g

‘Dance, Hip Hop, Unison (performance.
singing), Tap, Adut Dance Fitness, Adult
Tap & Social Baiiroom

Adult Tap - Wednesday Nights
2015 enrolments now open!! New classes include:
o Junior Hip Hop
o Junior Troupe Comp Class
o 3-5YearsTap

** NEW FLOOR COMING 2015 **

Visit www.dancestreet.com.au for full timetable

RACHEL DUNNE FUGA (D.F.T.A) — Principal
Former Australian Champion Over 22 years of teaching expertise

0432 949 499

Come and join the dstreet Performers in 2015




DISCO – THIS Friday 24 October 2014
Thanks to all the people that have volunteered to help at the disco this Friday. It's going to be a great night. Don't forget to get the kids (and adults) dressed in their disco clothes.
Snack packs will be available for $5. The packs will contain a Zoopa Doopa, Chocolate, Popcorn and more. No drinks will be sold, but water will be available from the bubble taps or students can bring a named water bottle. 

ELECTION DAY BBQ
Saturday 29 October 2014
Thanks to those who have volunteered to help with organising the BBQ. We still need more helpers, so please contact me at
watsonianorthpspfa@gmail.com if you are available.

TWILIGHT CAROLS

Thursday 11 December 2014
We are now accepting applications for stalls at the Twilight Carols. We are only accepting one stall in each category and some categories have been filled. If you would like to have a stall, please contact Melissa Cromie at gavmel2@hotmail.com to enquire if your stall is suitable. Stalls will cost $20 (includes advertising) plus a donation for our raffle. 
Cara Wilkins (PFA Secretary)

MONTMORENCY SECONDARY COLLEGE

ARTS ALIVE 2014
CONGRATULATIONS TO …..

JORDYN BYRNE (S5), MILLER FLENTJAR (S5), REBECCA CATANIA (S5), HYUN WOO LEE (S5), CAMILLE WELLINGTON (S5), JOEL MUIR (S4), BLAKE DRAPER (S4) and SOPHIE BROWN (S1)

WHO HAVE BEEEN SELECTED AS FINALISTS IN THE PRIMARY SCHOOL ART COMPETITION TO BE EXHIBITED IN MONTMORENCY SECONDARY COLLEGE’S ANNUAL ARTS ALIVE 2014 SHOW:

28-30 OCTOBER

THE WINNER WILL BE ANNOUNCED AT THE OPENING NIGHT LAUNCH ON

TUESDAY, 28 OCTOBER AT 5.30PM
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What does the 21st century classroom look like?

Over the past few years, the landscape in what is taught and how that is delivered has come a long way. Learners of today and tomorrow are living in a digital world that is changing and evolving at such a rapid pace. Many of the jobs that your children will be competing for, in many cases, don’t even exist yet! 
Today it’s important to be able have a broad range of skills that enable you to adapt quickly as current trends suggest that people are not staying in the same job for life, and the workforce is far more fluid than 20 years ago. Today’s learners need to have a wide skill base, to not only get a job, but to be successful in one. Times have changed. It’s mind-boggling just to think about it! 

Having access to online digital learning pathways is an essential part of the world 21st century learning canvas, as learners need to be global thinkers and participants and use appropriate tools to enhance and deepen their learning and make sense to their world. It is an integral part of today’s classroom experience. For example, making a Power Point is a skill that many learners know coming into Grade 3 already, as children have been exposed to digital pathways around the home previously. However can they design a website? Write a coded algorithm? Communicate with an expert via an online blog? These skills need to be explicitly taught and it’s important that students have access to the right tools to showcase their learning that best fits the activity.

Providing opportunities that allow 21st century learners to develop their learning in a modern, engaging and digitally capable context is a challenge that many schools around Australia are actively pursuing, as they seek to provide a world-class education for their students.

In the professional learning community at WNPS we are currently investigating the concept of implementing 1:1 Netbook program for Grades 3 & 4 for 2015 and how that might look, cost and work, so we too can provide opportunities for our students and their 21st learning needs. A parent forum will be held later this term, to enable parents to join in on the conversation and ask any questions or queries that they might have about the program.
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Student Achievement

Awards

BODIE McLARTY    Year 1     J11
[image: image23.wmf]
Excellence

ACHIEVEMENT: Bodie is to be congratulated on his outstanding achievements in reading, comprehension and spelling. He willingly discusses both factual and implied meaning in texts, whilst presenting convincing arguments to the class. Bodie’s positive approach to spelling challenges will continue to improve his skills and knowledge. Keep up the amazing work Bodie!

HOBBIES: I love to play basketball – I play with the Watsonia Warriors.

AMBITIONS: I want to be a builder because I want to build houses.
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AIDAN COX-WILLIS     Prep    J17

Respect, Integrity & Excellence

ACHIEVEMENT: Aidan is to be congratulated on his positive approach to school life. He is a kind and caring class member who is always willing to help others. Aidan always tries his best and has made great improvements in all areas of the curriculum. Fantastic work, Aidan!

HOBBIES: When my cousin comes over, we sometimes wrestle and we also play in the dark in my nan’s room.

AMBITIONS: I want to be policeman, so I could catch criminals who do the wrong thing.
[image: image25.jpg]


NALSON HE     Prep     J17

Excellence

ACHIEVEMENT: Nalson is to be congratulated on his effort in learning to speak English at school. He is now contributing more to class discussions. Nalson has been working hard at school and at home to improve his skills, and is demonstrating excellent improvement. Keep up the great work, Nalson!

HOBBIES: I don’t stop playing – I play ALL the time.

AMBITIONS: I want to be superman and have a superman jacket. I want to be able to fly like superman one day.
JOHN CALMA     Year 6    S4
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Excellence & Responsibility

ACHIEVEMENT: John has an exceptional work ethic and consistently demonstrates a fantastic commitment towards learning. He continually displays responsibility and persistence to achieve outstanding results in all areas of the curriculum. In particular, he readily applies his inquisitive mind to solve a range of mathematical problems. Congratulations John!

HOBBIES: I like to play basketball and play games on my Playstation 4.

AMBITIONS: I would like to be an architect because I enjoy designing stuff on the computer.
GEMMA BOURANTAS    Year 1    J14
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Excellence

ACHIEVEMENT: Gemma is to be congratulated on her wonderful attitude and effort throughout the year. Gemma is reading with improved fluency and expression due to the hard work she has put in at home and at school. She makes valuable contributions to class and small group discussions in reading sessions. Well done Gemma, your student achievement award is well deserved!

HOBBIES: I like to swim in my cousin’s pool.

AMBITIONS: I want to be a vet because I could help animals and learn all about them.
SYLVIA MAI      Year 6     S3
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Excellence, Integrity & Respect

ACHIEVEMENT: Sylvia is a kind and considerate classmate who is always supportive and willing to help others. She is an outstanding role model, house captain and a great ambassador for our school. She approaches all tasks with a positive attitude and her strong determination sees that she ‘Never Gives Up’. Sylvia creates beautiful imagery using the 5 senses, when she writes from the characters’ point of view. Her mathematical understanding is excellent and her focus at the moment is to explore and improve her algebra skills. Her sporting achievements have been terrific this year as she sets a very high standard in everything she wants to achieve. Congratulations Sylvia, we are very proud of you!

HOBBIES: I like to play sport and enjoy playing in my backyard with my cat, Sylvester (because it’s black & white).

AMBITIONS: Maybe I would like to become a policewoman one day – I think it would be a great job.
JOSH AMMENDOLA     Year 6    S5
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Excellence

ACHIEVEMENT: Josh is a friendly student and a valued member of S5. He gets along well with others, enabling him to work cooperatively in groups. Throughout the year, Josh has shown great commitment to his learning by working diligently on all assigned learning tasks. He consistently completes homework in a timely manner, brings his diary to school and seeks assistance when required. Well done Josh. Keep up the great work!

HOBBIES: I like to play on the Playstation with my friends, and also enjoy going to the park with them.

AMBITIONS: I’d like to be an electrician just like my dad.
SAMUEL MILLER     Year 5     S3
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Excellence

ACHIEVEMENT: Sam has shown an outstanding commitment to his learning both in class and at home. His snapshot writing about his holiday experience at The Royal Melbourne Show included great imagery and a wonderful variety of adjectives. He completed an ‘Open Minded Portrait’ on the character Hugo from our class novel “The Invention of Hugo Cabaret”. This task showed off both his ability to find a meaningful quote within the text, and his artistic flair for drawing. Samuel is focused in class and strives to achieve great results. He is often first finished and looking for something else to go on with that extends his learning. Well done Samuel, keep up the great work!!

HOBBIES: I enjoy football, cricket, basketball and bouncing on my trampoline.

AMBITIONS: I want to play football for Port Adelaide because all my favourite players play for Port and it’s my footy team!
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Cheesy Vegemite Pull-apart

Ingredients:

2 cups self-raising flour 

30g butter, Chilled and chopped

¾ cup reduced fat milk

1 tablespoon Vegemite

¾ cup grated reduced fat tasty cheese

Reduced fat milk, to glaze

Method:

Preheat oven to 220°C/200°C fan-forced. Line a baking tray with baking paper. Sift flour into a bowl. Using fingertips, rub butter into flour until mixture resembles breadcrumbs. Make a well in the centre. Add milk. Using a flat-bladed knife, stir until mixture forms a soft dough, adding more milk if necessary. Turn out onto a lightly floured surface. Knead gently until smooth (don't over-knead). Roll out to a 30cm x 20cm rectangle. Spread Vegemite over dough, leaving a 1cm strip along 1 long side. Sprinkle cheese over Vegemite. Roll up firmly. Transfer to prepared tray, seam-side down.

Using scissors, cut into top of dough at 3cm intervals without cutting all the way through. Pull slices to the left and right. Brush with milk. Bake for 20 to 25 minutes or until golden. Serve.

PE & Sport News
NORTHERN REGION ATHLETICS
A BIG CONGRATULATIONS to the seven WNPS students who completed in the Northern Region Athletics Championships last Wednesday. Also, thank you to MRS REIDY for helping t the event.
TABLOID SPORTS

PREPS, YEAR 1 & YEAR 2
Next Tuesday, the Prep to Year 2 students will have a fun Tabloid Sports morning (9.15-10.30am). All students should wear their HOUSE colours:
BATESON
-
BLUE

EDGLEY
-
YELLOW

McCONNELL
-
RED

GRAY

-
GREEN

DATES

· This Friday – Division Basketball Girls & Boys

· Tuesday, 28 October – Division Softball

· Tuesday, 28 October – Prep to Year 2 Tabloid Sports

· Thursday, 6 November – Hooptime Region Finals: Year 5/6 Boys & Girls

· Tuesday, 25 November – Rugby Finals: Year 5/6 Girls
Trent O’Sullivan (PE & Sport Coordinator)
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ICAS – ENGLISH & MATHEMATICS
Dear families of students who participated in the ICAS English and Mathematics test:

The certificates of achievement have arrived and will be handed out at assembly on Monday 27 October. Thank you for your support.

Sarah Pollnitz
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A BIG THANK YOU to everyone who kindly donated blankets and coats for the Salvation Army Asylum Seeker Support Service. This service helps asylum seekers from across Victoria who are struggling with basics such as food, supermarket vouchers, clothing and other goods.

DANIEL GIKOVSKI in Year 5 assisted in the coordination of this collection as part of his personal goal to participate in community volunteering, demonstrating leadership.
He recently accepted a Certificate of Appreciation from the Salvation Army on behalf of our school. His efforts are in line with the WNPS 5 values of Excellence, Responsibility, Integrity, Respect and Understanding and demonstrates how we can all make a difference.
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PHONE:  9435 1285 or 9435 4948                           FAX:  9434 3138                 COOL CARE:  9432 3213





22 October


 2014





From the Principal
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** SPECIAL GROUP PHOTOS –


NEXT MONDAY! **





Please note that the Special Group photos that were scheduled for today have been postponed until MONDAY, 27 OCTOBER.


PLEASE REMEMBER TO BRING YOUR SPORTS UNIFORM AND YOUR MUSICAL INSTRUMENT IF RELEVANT.








CUDGEE PRIMARY SCHOOL 150th ANNIVERSARY 2014 – You are warmly invited to a Celebratory Morning Tea on Sunday, 30 November at 10am for the 150th Anniversary of Cudgee Primary School. For more information, visit: � HYPERLINK "http://www.cudgeeps.vic.edu.au" �www.cudgeeps.vic.edu.au� or email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:cudgee.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au" �cudgee.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au� 





THE 2014 EMIRATES CUP VISITS WNPS!
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